
 
 

American Public Gardens Association (APGA) Event 
Policy on Personal AI Notetakers and Recording Devices 

Effective Date: October 2025 

1. Policy Statement 

The American Public Gardens Association (APGA) is committed to providing a secure, 
confidential, and professional environment for all attendees, speakers, exhibitors, and 
staff at our events. To protect the intellectual property of our speakers, the proprietary 
nature of discussions, and the personal privacy of all participants, the use of personal 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) notetaking tools, recording devices, or automatic 
transcription services (e.g., meeting bots, AI transcription apps) by attendees during 
any APGA-produced or APGA-run event, whether in-person or virtual, is strictly 
prohibited. 

2. Scope 

This policy applies to all APGA events, including but not limited to conferences, 
workshops, webinars, committee meetings, board meetings, and informal networking 
sessions. This prohibition covers all methods of unauthorized recording or transcription, 
including: 

• AI notetakers or transcription bots (e.g., Fireflies, Otter.ai, etc.). 
• Audio or video recording applications on personal devices. 
• AI-driven screen-capture of presentation slides, exhibits, or proprietary materials. 

3. Rationale for Prohibition 

APGA prohibits the use of personal AI notetakers and recording devices for the following 
critical reasons: 



 
 
A. Protection of Intellectual Property and Proprietary Information 

• Speaker & APGA Content Rights: Presentations, discussions, and materials 
shared at APGA events often contain proprietary industry data, best practices, 
strategic insights, or original research. Unauthorized recording by a personal AI 
notetaker compromises the intellectual property rights of the speaker, the 
speaker's organization, and APGA itself. 

• Preventing Misuse of Data: Automatically generated transcripts or summaries can 
be inaccurate, lack necessary context, and be easily disseminated outside of the 
event's intended audience. This poses a risk of critical industry information being 
misrepresented or misused. 

B. Confidentiality and Data Security Risks 

• Third-Party Data Exposure: Personal AI notetakers operate by uploading audio and 
data to a third-party cloud service. APGA has no oversight or contractual agreement 
with these external vendors, meaning we cannot guarantee how attendee data, 
confidential discussions, or proprietary business information shared in the room 
will be stored, secured, or used. 

• AI Model Training: Many free or consumer-grade AI notetaker services explicitly 
state in their terms of service that they reserve the right to use uploaded audio and 
transcripts to train their large language models. This practice can permanently 
compromise sensitive or confidential information by embedding it into a publicly 
accessible AI system. 

C. Privacy and Legal Compliance 

• Lack of Universal Consent: Recording conversations without the explicit, informed 
consent of every participant may violate state or international privacy and 
wiretapping laws. APGA cannot manage or verify individual consent for every 
attendee using a personal recording tool. 

• Fostering Open Dialogue: The presence of unauthorized, unvetted recording 
devices can create a “chilling effect,” discouraging open, honest, and uninhibited 
discussion among industry peers, which is a core value of APGA events. 



 
 
4. Exceptions and Official Procedure 

The following are the only exceptions to this policy: 

• Official APGA Recording: If APGA officially records a session (e.g., for post-event 
distribution), all attendees will be informed in advance, and the recording will be 
managed using APGA-approved, vetted, and secure systems only. 

• Accessibility Accommodations: APGA is committed to ensuring that all 
participants can fully engage in its programs and events. Attendees who require 
transcription or notetaking as a reasonable accommodation under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) or similar regulations are encouraged to contact APGA 
staff as early as possible before the event. APGA will work collaboratively with the 
attendee to identify an approved, secure, and compliant solution that meets both 
the participant’s accessibility needs and APGA’s confidentiality standards. 

5. Enforcement and Consequences 

• Reporting: Suspected violations of this policy should be reported promptly to an 
APGA staff member or the event organizer. 

• Enforcement: If an attendee is found using an unauthorized personal AI notetaker 
or recording device, they will be asked to immediately disable or remove the device 
and delete any unauthorized recordings or transcripts. APGA staff may also take 
direct action to remove AI notetaker applications or devices from meetings or 
sessions to protect participant privacy and ensure compliance with this policy. 

• Consequences: Attendees who do not comply with staff instructions regarding this 
policy may be removed from the event without refund. Repeated or serious 
violations may result in suspension or denial of participation in future APGA events 
and activities, at the discretion of APGA leadership. 
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