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Vision and Mission

ÅVision:  To be a world-class botanic garden that 

is community oriented, educational, experiential 

and sustainable

ÅMission:  To enrich the lives of people and foster 

environmental stewardship through horticulture



Education Programs

Community Events

Community Partnerships

Volunteerism
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Mission Statement update in 2017: 
Pittsburgh Botanic Garden inspires 

people to value plants, garden design and 
the natural world by cultivating plant 
collections of the Allegheny Plateau and 
temperate regions, creating display 
gardens, conducting educational programs 
and conserving the environment.

Evolution of Organization - Name changes 
Horticulture Society of Western 

Pennsylvania (1988) 
Botanic Garden of Western 

Pennsylvania (2003)
Pittsburgh Botanic Garden (2010)
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From an Idea to Opening the Gates!
Master planning for a new public garden.

Pittsburgh Botanic Garden ςIŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΥ

1988 First idea to have a public garden with outdoor gardens and collections

1991 Incorporated as a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization

1994 Site selection begins

1998 Lease signed for 432 acres with Allegheny County for 99-years

1999 Fundraising for master planning begins

2001 National search selects MTR Landscape Arch. & Overland Partners Arch.

2002 First Executive Director hired
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2003 Design team completes comprehensive master plan and 20 acres added
2004 Hurricane Ivan floods abandon mines releasing acid mine drainage

2006 State funds provides $5M for infrastructure improvements

2008 Reclamation of former coal mine work begins

2011 First plantings take place

2012 Additional 6 acres added to lease for total of 460, including log house, farm 
house and barn - this provided a means of opening to public

2015 Garden officially opens April 1st

2016 Master plan updated

2017 Prioritization of plan, moved into Site Development Planning

нлму LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ол ȅŜŀǊǎΗ
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Mining Reclamation Site
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Davidson Event Center
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Pierce Celebration Garden
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IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ мтулΩǎ [ƻƎ IƻǳǎŜ



1855 Farmhouse - Administration Building
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