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152 Acres of Land

300 Full Time Staff
50,000 Artworks
10,000+ Plant Species
250,000 Spring Bulbs

135 Years Old
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Enrollment: 12 students
Student to Teacher ratio: 6:1
Student ages: 3,4, &5
School Day: 9-11:30am
School Year: August-June
Annual Tuition: $5,170

Full time/Part Time options

Tuition/Scholarship
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Toddler Art Group wee Wonders Prschool Summer Camp
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:00 29:15

15 29:45

45 210:15
10:15 210:30
10:30 211:00
11:00 211:30
11:30 211:45

Drop Off

Exploration and Play in Classroom
Gallery Visits and Special Guests
Morning Meeting

Outdoor Activities and Project Work
Clean Up and Snack

Pick Up
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- Storing Muddy Boots
- Occupying a Museum Space
- Refining Processes

- Recognizing Limitations
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Teaching Team

Integrating Art + Nature
Learning Laboratory

Returning students
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FAMILY POTATO “PROJECT”

In honor of our splendid potato harvest this we:
for the children to do with their families. Today, each child will be coming home with a
potato to cook in some way and taste at home. We ask that each family write down a
recipe or describe in some way how they cooked the potato, and then each child can
draw a picture of the finished potato dish and write (with family help) down how the
potato tasted, smelled, etc. after tasting.

we decided to send home a fun project

Enjoy!
Mary & Elizabeth

RECIPE: PoTATY MyFFING

WE WASHWED AND PEELED, Tugw cuT THEM VP AND

PuT SOMETIHNG oN THE <STyvg AnD PouReD Tuem

N
T TUE PAN. TGN PUT LoTs \uge INaReplenNTS

MILK Ceeeppn) . . . S HREDDED
)

'~
The WF'F‘NPAN. AND
T THEM I THE sren-

\~CTHEM. BuTTER, Yuky
CHEECE. AND PUT Tuem

POTATO DISH DRAWING:

DESCRIPTION OF HOW POTATO TASTED/SMELLED:
“1tHEY swmELLED QoD . UIKE cHroLaTE .

Y THEY TAsSTeP YummY., LikE POTATES. anb

\UKER THE K(ND MADE" BeTTER THAW

THE OTHER KIND.”
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Meerkats Preschool
2018 Stories

Cracking Art Addie: Mine is dancing.

. Addie | Age 3
Italian, founded 1993

Ollie: Mine is spitting.
recyclable P]aStiC Aerith: Mine is drumming.
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: Collaborative by nature, meerkats Addie: There at a birthday party

. « » for the meerkat. Time to blow out
I travel in groups known as “mobs” or G (o, e e

: “gangs.” This is essential to their survival. here’s my cake.
1 Each member of a mob acts as a lookout,
I warning others of predators. They are also
: able to adapt to their environment, even in
|

|

|

|

|

|

the most hostile conditions.

Ollie & Aerith: Num, num, num.

Ollie | Age 3

SUMMER

WONDERLAND,
SPPOTACULAR - A
crEATURES Wild animals. Please do not ride.

Aerith | Age 4
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Growing a Naturé’reSchool

By Rebecca Wolf
Assistant Director/Director of Education and Garden Operations

Queens Botanical Garden, Flushing, Queens, New York City



Mission: Queens Botanical Garden (QBG) is an urban oasis where
people, plants, and cultures are celebrated through inspiring gardens
Innovative educational programs, and -world appllcatlons of
environmental stewardship. ‘




Our Programs:
School Programs

' Botanical/Science Content

" Yearround but matching school
calendar

' 17 different workshops

" Mostly Mornings, matching school bus
schedule

" Mostly onetime visits




Our Programs:
&KLOGUHQTV *D

Gardening and other nature based
programming

Spring, Summer and Fall sessions
Ages 410

Split into groups by age

8-10 kids per group with 2 counselors
Spring: 8week series, weekends
Summer: Two week sessions,
weekdays

Fall: 5 classes, can do drapor whole
series, weekend




Our Programs:
Garden Buds (newer)

2+3 year olds w/caregiver

1 hour program

Offer both weekend and weekday

4 week series (tried-&eek but too long)
Sessions sell out very quickly

Spring, Fall and just added Summer 2018

' 5 options: 1 weekday, 2 Saturday, 2

Sunday




Our Programs:
Nature Discovery Area

T All natural materials found on site

T Pilot started at large event

T Incredibly successful

I Has mostly biodegraded (installed e ag
2015) Sonsatem
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seeing Is believing

' NatureExploriumt Middle County Public Library
(Long Island, NY)
" Brooklyn Nature Days: Prospect Park, (Brookly
NY) :
Nature BasedPreSchoolConference through
Natural Start Alliance (under NAAEE)
' Nature Preschool at Dodge Nature Center: (St
Paul, MN)
" GreenPlayYard Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum (Chaska, MN)

AND SO MANY MORE!!!




Nature Play Programmiagpow do we do it!?
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© Autumn 2016

¥ 6 children, 2 teachers

T2 days peweek;samehildren both days
T36 years old, must heotty trained

T 3 hours per day

Revenue: $4720
Expenses: $4865 (84% Staff time, 16% OTPS)
Net:-$145




+ Forest Explorers

$ Seasons 2 and 3:
- Spring and Summer 2017

I 12 children, 3 teachers + one intern =
T4 days per week; children chose 1, 2, 3 or 4 adys/
T2-6 years old, if nopotty trained parent must stay
T 3 hour sessions

T Updated curriculum

T Sessions: March/April, May/Junéuly/August

Revenue$32,225
Expenses: $29,286
Net:
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Forest Explorers Seasons 4 and 5:
# Autumn and Winter 2017/8

T Only change in structure is 2 days/week minimu
signup
T Expand number of weeks per session
T Sessions: September to November; January to M :
T Solidify cold weather curricula and space T
T Less full winter registration -

Revenue: $36,103
Expenses: $31,158
Net: $4945r



* Forest Explorers:
719Season 6 and beyond

~ TiIncrease number of children
T Meet children first
T Structured internship program
T Pilot afternoon program:

-Older children only (non
nappers)

-Limited to 8 children

T Budget in office hours
T Minimize setup/breakdown
T Continue breaking even












































































































