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152 Acres of Land  

300 Full Time Staff 

50,000 Artworks  

10,000+ Plant Species    

250,000  Spring Bulbs  

135 Years Old  
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Enrollment: 12 students  

Student to Teacher ratio: 6:1 

Student ages: 3, 4, & 5 

School Day: 9-11:30am  

School Year: August -June  

Annual Tuition: $5,170 

Full time/Part Time options  

Tuition/Scholarship  
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Toddler Art Group  wee Wonders  Preschool Summer Camp  
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9:00 �² 9:15  Drop Off  
9:15 �² 9:45  Exploration and Play in Classroom  
9:45 �² 10:15  Gallery Visits and Special Guests  
10:15 �² 10:30  Morning Meeting  
10:30 �² 11:00  Outdoor Activities and Project Work  
11:00 �² 11:30  Clean Up and Snack  
11:30 �² 11:45  Pick Up 
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- Storing Muddy Boots  

- Occupying a Museum Space  

- Refining Processes  

- Recognizing Limitations  
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- Teaching Team  

- Integrating Art + Nature  

- Learning Laboratory  

- Returning students  
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Growing a Nature PreSchool 

By Rebecca Wolf 

Assistant Director/Director of Education and Garden Operations 

Queens Botanical Garden, Flushing, Queens, New York City 



Mission: Queens Botanical Garden (QBG) is an urban oasis where 
people, plants, and cultures are celebrated through inspiring gardens, 
innovative educational programs, and real-world applications of 
environmental stewardship. 

 
 



Our Programs:  
School Programs 

 
�” Botanical/Science Content 
�” Year-round but matching school 

calendar 
�” 17 different workshops 
�” Mostly Mornings, matching school bus 

schedule 
�” Mostly one-time visits 

  
 



Our Programs: 
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���*�D�U�G�H�Q 

�” Gardening and other nature based 
programming  

�” Spring, Summer and Fall sessions 
�” Ages 4-10 
�” Split into groups by age 
�” 8-10 kids per group with 2 counselors 
�” Spring: 8-week series, weekends 
�” Summer: Two week sessions, 

weekdays 
�” Fall: 5 classes, can do drop-in or whole 

series, weekend 
 



Our Programs: 
Garden Buds (newer)  

 
�” 2+3 year olds w/caregiver 
�” 1 hour program 
�” Offer both weekend and weekday 
�” 4 week series (tried 6-week but too long) 
�” Sessions sell out very quickly 
�” Spring, Fall and just added Summer 2018 
�” 5 options: 1 weekday, 2 Saturday, 2 

Sunday 
 

 



Our Programs: 
Nature Discovery Area 

 

�‡ �,�Q�V�W�D�O�O�H�G���W�R���µ�W�H�V�W���R�X�W�¶���D���I�U�H�H�S�O�D�\���D�U�H�D 
�‡ All natural materials found on site 
�‡ Pilot started at large event 
�‡ Incredibly successful 
�‡ Has mostly biodegraded (installed 

2015) 



�5�H�E�H�F�F�D�¶�V���L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q����
seeing is believing 

 
�” Nature Explorium: Middle County Public Library 

(Long Island, NY) 
�” Brooklyn Nature Days: Prospect Park, (Brooklyn, 

NY) 
Nature Based PreSchool Conference through 
Natural Start Alliance (under NAAEE)  
�” Nature Preschool at Dodge Nature Center: (St 

Paul, MN) 
�” Green PlayYard, Minnesota Landscape 

Arboretum (Chaska, MN) 

AND SO MANY MORE!!!! 

 



Nature Play Programming- how do we do it!? 



Forest Explorers Season 1: 
Autumn 2016 

�‡ 6 children, 2 teachers 
�‡ 2 days per week;same children both days 
�‡ 3-6 years old, must be potty trained 
�‡ 3 hours per day 

 

 

Revenue: $4720 

Expenses: $4865 (84% Staff time, 16% OTPS) 

Net: -$145 



Forest Explorers  
Seasons 2 and 3: 
Spring and Summer 2017 

�‡ 12 children, 3 teachers + one intern  
�‡ 4 days per week; children chose 1, 2, 3 or 4 days/wk 
�‡ 2-6 years old, if not potty trained parent must stay 
�‡ 3 hour sessions 
�‡ Updated curriculum 
�‡ Sessions: March/April, May/June, July/August 

Revenue: $32,225 

Expenses: $29,286 

Net: +$2939�r  

 



Forest Explorers Seasons 4 and 5: 
Autumn and Winter 2017/8 

�‡ Only change in structure is 2 days/week minimum 
sign-up 

�‡ Expand number of weeks per session 
�‡ Sessions: September to November; January to March 
�‡ Solidify cold weather curricula and space 
�‡ Less full winter registration 

 

Revenue: $36,103 

Expenses: $31,158 

Net: $4945�r  
 

 
 
 



Forest Explorers:  
Season 6 and beyond 
�‡Increase number of children 
�‡Meet children first 
�‡Structured internship program 
�‡Pilot afternoon program: 

 -Older children only (non-
nappers) 

 -Limited to 8 children 

�‡Budget in office hours 
�‡Minimize set-up/breakdown 
�‡Continue breaking even 

 








































































